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Working together in the face of challenges
The unlamented 2020 year has elapsed and hopefully the current year will be different. It was the year
of disasters and scourges. It was as if the Earth’s
population had not experienced enough civil wars,
international conflicts, poverty, waves of asylum
seekers and refugees, displacement, injustice, tyranny, and the resulting innocent victims and losses in
capabilities and livelihoods which are hard to compensate, until the coronavirus pandemic started to
sweep the world and spread disaster in every direction. It has affected almost all human communities
and states, hindered the functioning of public and
private facilities, and made survival people’s main
concern.
Lebanon, with its afflicted people as well as the Palestinian and Syrians refugees and others residing in
its territory and facing a tragic reality in particular,
may epitomize of the intense misery and collapse
that most countries are unable to restrain, since the
spread of the pandemic and the failure to combat it
is only a natural consequence of the situation that
provoked severe and unresolved crises.
As Lebanon marks its centenary now, it is truly going through one of the worst phases of its history
due to the fact that all these calamities and scourges have befallen it at the same time. These include

the intensification of political and societal divisions,
the slumping economy, the paralysis of the banking, industrial, agricultural, tourism and educational sectors, the drastic devaluation of the national
currency, the disintegration of state institutions, the
increasing chaos, poverty and unemployment, and
more than half of its population suffering from hunger. Over and above that, the fall of the ruling elite
that controls people’s lives, and its failure to even
form a government that would manage, even as a
matter of principle, the country’s crises in such dire
circumstances.
If these are the conditions of Lebanon and its people,
those of the Palestinians and the refugees are much
worse. There is no nation that brings them together,
nor is there a state that protects and provides them
with the minimum requirements of a decent life,
while Zionist occupation is expanding over what is
left from their land and homes under an international cover, paralleled by flagrant Arab helplesness.
They are deprived of their most basic human rights
and the requirements of a decent life in Lebanon.
The deteriorating situation and the spread of the
coronavirus pandemic have increased their poverty
and destitution, while unemployment among their
workforce has reached 80 %. Their tragedy is com-
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pounded by the chronic deficit in UNRWA’s budget
as a result of the US suspension of funding during
the Trump mandate , which led to the reduction of
its assistance and health and social and services to
Palestinian refugees. Even the Palestinian dream
of the right of return to the usurped homeland was
shattered by the normalization processes between a
number of Arab countries and Israel, as well as by
the destructive Palestinian divisions predating this.
Throughout their history, the Lebanese and Palestinian peoples have witnessed all sorts of calamities,
in addition to occupation, wars, divisions, hunger,
poverty, and the disintegration of the state and society as a result of foreign intervention and the prevalence of foreign - Arab, regional and international
- considerations over their interests. Despite all this,
they have remained steadfast and worked for a better future, while being confident that it would inevitably come. Today, they are keener on safeguarding
their rights. The Lebanese are pursuing the objective of establishing a state whose pillars are strong
institutions, social justice and development. The
Palestinians are exercising their right to face Israeli
occupation, regain their land and nation, and build
an independent and sovereign state.
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Lokman Slim,
documenter of the
Lebanese-Palestinian
memory
The assassination of writer, researcher, publisher,
and media activist Lokman Slim has drawn
widespread denunciation and condemnation from
politicians, political parties, journalists and the
media in Lebanon. This has also been echoed by
Arab and Western media which consider the crime
a political-cultural intimidation targeting a multitalented figure. Whether you agree with Slim or
oppose him, you cannot in any way but bow down
before his prolific career and the diversity of his
preoccupations.
In «Jousour», we have our reasons to refer to
this dynamic man who was always busy with
documenting thorny issues with the aim of
supporting marginalized groups of refugees
as well as vulnerable and oppressed people,
genuinely and not pretentiously, which people
who discussed him failed to mention. Thus,
he contributed to the «Jousour (Bridges) for
Dialogue and Return» periodical, in addition
to discussing with us its contents and topics at
length and supporting its objective of healing the
shared memory. The Umam Documentation and
Research center, which he founded along with
his sister and novelist Rasha Al Ameer, tackles
Lebanese-Palestinian relations. By digging up in
the old newspaper archives, Umam has provided
unparalleled material on the development of these
relations during nearly three quarters of a century.
Slim also worked on the memory of the Lebanese
civil war (1975-1990). He documented it through
the relevant publications, the testimonies of those
who lived the horrors of this war and those whose
memories are haunted by permanent wounds.
He also documented the missing persons’ cases
who were lost at the crossing points and in the
cantons. Slim did not derive any personal benefit
from all this documentation, but he left for future
generations a treasure that is worthy of study and
analysis and from which lessons can be learned.
He also completed the documentation of the
forcible uprooting of Palestinians from their land
and country, since the Lebanese war cannot be
documented without its prelude, including delving
into the Palestinian narrative on the plight of the
refugees after the establishment of the Zionist
entity in Palestine. He also devoted considerable
efforts to documenting the refugee issue and
torture in Syrian prisons.
The law of the jungle that governs Lebanon and
covers up criminals killed Lokman Slim because
he exposed it with written and audio-visual
evidence. The same perpetrators are behind the
killing of hundreds of people who were torn to
pieces by tons of aluminum nitrate in the Beirut
Port explosion, and the killing of individuals with
silencers, as punishment for daring to speak out at
this time of lawlessness.

* Jousour
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The Commissioner-General of UNRWA Philippe Lazzarini to “Jousour”:

US funding would resume
“UNRWA is facing the biggest funding shortfall
of its history”, but the commissioner-general of
the international Agency Mr. Philippe Lazzarini
hold out hope that the Biden administration would
resume its funding for the agency, which was ended
under Trump in 2018. He considers in an interview
with “jousour” that UNRWA services are a lifeline
for Palestine refugees and a key source of stability
in Lebanon.
How do you see the future of the Palestinian refugees
and the UNRWA in the context of the political
changes in the region?

The status, rights and wellbeing of Palestine
refugees do not change with the regional changes.
Palestine refugees await a just and lasting solution
to their plight. Until then, UNRWA is the UN
agency in charge of ensuring that they have access
to basic services. It has been a very difficult year
for Palestine refugees and for UNRWA, and the mix
of COVID and regional changes have affected the
funding available. UNRWA is facing the biggest
funding shortfall of its history, so Palestine refugees
are feeling distressed and abandoned. UNRWA calls
for solidarity with Palestine refugees, and calls for
support to allow all its services to continue until
there is a just and lasting solution to the plight of
Palestine refugees.
What is your expectation for UNRWA funding and
for the impact of Covid-19 on the refugee’s situation?

UNRWA was able to help contain the disease in
the first stage, but the pandemic of poverty soon
hit Palestine refugees, and the COVID19 numbers
flared up unfortunately. It’s extremely difficult to
ask communities that live in crowded environments,
most of whom are daily paid workers, to stay isolated
as a measure of prevention. So even if UNRWA
managed to alter the way it works (distance learning,
medical consultations by phone, home delivery of
medicines), people need to go out and earn an
income for them and their families. The numbers
now in Palestine refugee communities in the region
echo the numbers outside it, it is not possible to keep
a virus outside a camp.
How to secure sustainable funding for the agency, Do
you rely on any change in the former administration’s
decision to substantially cut contributions?

The last few months have been extremely intense
on the UNRWA senior management team: we
have knocked on every door, from donors, to the
host governments to the private sector to online
fundraising. We have not stopped lobbying and
asking for support to Palestine refugees. Our efforts
have had some successes, especially from European
and other countries like Japan and Canada (among
others), but unfortunately, we were not able to raise
funds from the Arab region. We also took a loan
from the UN Emergency Fund in NY, which is what
enabled UNRWA to pay full net salaries to its staff
in November.
There is no secret: UNRWA has run out of cash and
there is no cash coming in 2021 anymore. Some
generous donors increased their contributions, others
did not pay. Many donors themselves are hit with the
economic impact of COVID19 and tell us that they
must focus on their own people and economies so
cannot contribute more to UNRWA.

UNRWA has never recovered from the US
defunding, despite a very generous support from 43
governments and partners in 2018, the US had always
been the largest donor to UNRWA, so filling the gap
is extremely difficult. We heard the public statement
of the Vice President Elect about a resumption of
support to Palestinians and are hopeful that this will
include a resumption of support to Palestine refugees
through UNRWA, and that the resumption will
encourage other governments to support UNRWA.
How do you look at the impact of COVID-19 on the
Agency’s operations?

There are many questions about the changes that
COVID has imposed. In the field of education, and
health. how do we ensure that vulnerable families
have devices/tablets and have electricity and internet
coverage that allows children to learn remotely?
and how does one replace primary health services
obtained in health centers by telemedicine and
delivery of drugs? What else is needed to ensure that
health needs are covered, that older people keep track
of their health if they do not own smart phones or do
not know how to use apps? So, COVID is indeed
forcing us to think differently, but digitalization is not
easily accessible to everyone, and that is something
we are looking at resolving for 2021 and beyond.
Q- How do you see the impacts of the Lebanese
financial crisis on the refugee community, what
would you ask from the government and people of
Lebanon?

Palestine refugees in Lebanon face restrictions on
their right to work and own property. Most of them
live below the poverty line, with their situation
made worse by the deepening economic and
financial crisis and COVID19 pandemic. UNRWA
health, education and social services are a lifeline
for Palestine refugees and a key source of stability
in Lebanon. As Palestine refugees are amongst the
most vulnerable communities in Lebanon, UNRWA
calls on the government and the international
community to ensure that aid to them is built into
the immediate emergency response and the longerterm plans to support all those living in Lebanon
and needing assistance. UNRWA will continue to
work with the government and all Lebanese parties
on improving the living conditions of Palestinian
refugees thus enabling them to live in dignity and
to provide for themselves. Providing people with
concrete opportunities and hope for the future is a
right and the best contribution to stability.
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We are far from a just solution to the Palestinian cause
Tarek Mitri *
In a time of turmoil, disintegration, open conflicts, and the apparent inability
in emerging from our self-perpetuating and almost intractable Arab crises, the
Palestinian cause, and along with it the Arab-Zionist conflict, remain at the heart
of questions about the future of the Arabs. It is true that the Arab peoples have
not openly opposed their rulers with alternative stances and policies they chose
or were driven to adopt. But it is also true that Arab public opinion, despite
the faint voices and the manifestations of complacency and submissiveness,
still believes in the power of Palestinian and Arab rights in the face of Israeli
arrogance, occupation and racism. Perhaps this duality, is not an inevitable fate,
as indicated by field studies and various surveys. We should objectively view the
path and future of Arab-Israeli normalization, and the potential US policy after
Democratic candidate Joe Biden was elected president.
Since the days of President Barack Obama, the US inclination to a gradual
withdrawal from the Middle East has strengthened, and it has continued to do
so, during President Donald Trump’s term. Since Washington abstained from
retaliating to the attacks that targeted the oil facilities in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, the fears of some Gulf states rulers have increased about the growing
potency of Iranian threats in the region. This led two states to sign “peace deals”
with Israel which they see as a major military and technological power in the
Middle East that will potentially stand by them if they face threats, and that is
also capable of prevent the US from getting out of its commitment to protect the
security of the Gulf and its regimes. The “peace deals” were reached at no cost
incurred by Israel. Regardless of the Gulf states’ desire for Israeli abandonment of
annexing large parts of the occupied West Bank, the Israeli creeping annexation
of the Palestinian land went on, the latest acts of which was manifested in the
Knesset approval of a draft law that would legitimize the settlement outposts in
the West Bank, which Israeli law itself considers illegal.

In fact, Arab-Israeli normalization has led to the consent of concerned countries to
Jewish settlement and the annexation project on the one hand, and to abandoning
the demand for the return of Palestinian refugees to their homeland on the other
hand, which implies their implantation in the country of residence and luring
the countries that host them, including Lebanon, with financial aid to make that
happen.
With regard to the United States after Biden’s election, it is no secret that he is
a friend of Israel, and he will not retract Trump’s recognition of Jerusalem as
the united capital of Israel and he will support any future normalization with
Israel. He will most likely assume a conservative stance on the Israeli annexation
project, and resume providing aid to the Palestinians and UNRWA, reopen the
US consulate in East Jerusalem, and the PLO office in Washington. The US will
not hesitate to exert pressure on the Palestinians to bring them back to direct
bilateral negotiations with Israel. the US will adopt once again the “conflict
containment” and “crisis management” approach rather than seeking a just and
final solution that is in line with the UN resolutions.
We are still far from achieving peace in the region and finding a just solution to
the Palestinian cause. It is not expected that the conditions of the Palestinians in
the Arab countries will change, nor is it expected that new possibilities will be
offered to them. Wherever they live, it remains for the Palestinians to rebuild
their unified national institutions, rise above their destructive divisions, restore
their moral and political strengths to face the occupation, and mobilize popular
support in the Arab world and global support for their just cause.
* Academic and former minister

Peace coupled with rights is a vital interest for Lebanon
Roger Deeb *
As I am writing about the Palestinian cause, I have mixed feelings. Shall I write
about the grave injustice done to a people for a crime it did not commit ? Or
shall I write as a Lebanese citizen driven by my feelings towards this question
and my sense of solidarity with it, by our suffering and our shame and that of
the world about the conditions of the refugees ? It is a question that does not fall
into oblivion.
The sober approach adopted by the Lebanese Palestinian Dialogue Committee
(LPDC) to this difficult question yields, an important corpus in terms of research,
publications and a stepping stone to feasible policies.
It is also necessary to appreciate the cooperation of the Palestinian Authority
and forces with the Lebanese State to ensure the security of the camps, noninterference in Lebanon’s internal affairs, and ensure that the camps will not be
used as centers of any activity that damage international relations.
I also need to positively underline the special welcome extended by the President
of the Palestinian Authority to Patriarch Al-Rai’s visit and the good relations
established by this Authority with Lebanese political actors, especially Christian
parties.
The Lebanese-Palestinian issue is manifold and includes Arab solidarity, the
interest in securing the return of Palestinian refugees to their homeland, post on
the borders of Palestine as well as the issue of the camps.
The socio-economic aspect of the Palestinian presence in Lebanon assumes a
major importance. I endorse progress made in this regard in as much as we advance
in our endeavor to preserve the right of return. The law on foreign ownership
of property can be used for inspiration, i.e. there are non-sovereign rights that
can be subject to negotiation, and other sovereign rights that are reserved to
the Lebanese. However, the most important idea is that sensitivities about the
civil rights of the Palestinians in Lebanon vary with the geographical location.
Therefore, a better solution to this issue may be reached within a centralized

framework and a decentralized one as well. For instance, the issue of travel
documents pertains to the central authority, whereas it may be more appropriate
that the local authority takes decisions regarding the issue of ownership and
work, which is related to the geographical location, within the frameowrk of the
forthcoming decentralization in Lebanon.
The Palestinian issue, is always salient in Lebanon. Being bordered by Palestine
and Israel, Lebanon always comes under attack, willingly or unwillingly, in
addition to suffering the deportation of refugees to its territories by Israel, and the
establishment of armed movements seeking liberation across its borders, building
a state within a state, on the pretext that the Lebanese State lacks the military and
political capability to take the decision to confront Israel. Consequently, peace
coupled with rights represents a vital interest for Lebanon.
After Camp David and the 1982 war in Lebanon, the Palestinians started to rely
on direct negotiations with the West, leading to the Oslo Accords. PLO Chairman
Yasser Arafat forced Israel to consent to the right of return, while Lebanon
received guarantees according to which a large proportion of the Palestinian
refugees in Lebanon would return to Palestinian territories.
For the West, Saudi Arabia has always carried considerable weight, has lent the
Palestinians the strongest support as far as their rights are concerned, and it is
necessary to build on its stances by which there is no normalization until after
the realization of these rights.
In addition, all forms of negotiations with Israel, including border demarcation,
must be accompanied by an affirmation of the right of return of Palestinian
refugees.
Here are important areas for Palestinian-Lebanese diplomatic cooperation to
push for the realization of right of return.
* Former Lebanese minister
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No “solution” without the fall of the racist establishment
Sari Nusseibeh *
The refugee issue is not a separate one. It is primarily
the issue of the Palestinian people whose land was
seized and dispersed around the world, or it has to do
with tightening control in various ways over those
who remain. Thus, it is not realistic any more to talk
about a “solution” to the refugee issue apart from
“dissolving”, “dismantling or “demolishing” that
new entity that was created, expanded over seven
decades, and acquired an international identity. It
has imposed itself in the historical era we live in,
which prompted the Palestinian leadership, the
Arab world and the international community to
seek a “settlement” with it that would involve many
concessions, including the refugees in the diaspora,
but to no avail.
Instead of taking advantage of the Palestinian
leadership’s flexible stance and working on reaching
a settlement, Israel embarked on consolidating its
hegemony over the land it seized in 1967, and over
the remaining Palestinian residents living in their
own land. On the one hand, it tightened control
in various ways over the new land it seized, and
on the other hand, it affirmed through its laws the
Jewishness of the state and the exclusive right of
self-determination for the Jewish people over the
entire land.
This reality entraps the Palestinian people in a
quagmire without an honorable way out of it,
whether in the refugee camps in the diaspora, in
the different areas occupied in the 1967 war, or
inside the Green Line. In each of these areas the
Palestinians face challenges that are specific to their
own circumstances. One group may seek partial
solutions to their suffering, or see it imposed on
them, but in the first place they all suffer from the
same basic problem, namely the Zionist entity with
its racist nature.
As I have already mentioned, there is no “solution”
to the Palestinian cause , unless it is based on the
fall of the apartheid establishment. And Israel itself
ended the opportunity to preserve its own entity
with a limited area by pursuing a colonial policy and
by not showing responsiveness to the Palestinian
leadership’s flexible stance at the time. This puts us
in a situation that may last for decades, and requires
the development of a long-term ideological map that
highlights the different challenges we may have to
handle in different points in order to maintain the
people’s unity and resilience, down to the necessary
dismantling of the Zionist establishment, so as to
enable all segments of the population to exercise
their rights.
Regarding the present situation and the “news”
on “settlements”, the political process, the United
States, the international standing, and so on, it cannot
not be excluded that the Palestinian leadership will
find itself at some point in the foreseeable future
swept, under constraining circumstances, by a
regional-international tide that drives it to accept a
flawed settlement with Israel reflecting the reality
of the settlement, rather than reflecting the image
that was in the mind of Yasser Arafat when he
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made peace with Israel more than twenty years
ago, or that is in line with the UN resolutions, with
respect to the territories or refugees. The parameters
of such a settlement, in case it is reached, are not
clear. It will not address the issue at its root and
will not satisfy national pride. It may also coincide
with parallel attempts to dismantle the camps,
fragmenting demands and solutions according to
locations and circumstances, and obliterating the
Palestinian identity and narrative. However, even
if the settlement is not achieved, Israel will most
likely find a way to gradually implement its agenda
unilaterally, with repercussions be felt for decades to
come. It will also be reflected on the conditions of the
population inside and outside Palestine. The aim of
the settlement is the fragmentation and obliteration
of the Palestinian presence and identity in the camps
and diaspora, in addition to consolidating Zionist
sovereignty over the land at home, thus reinforcing
the separation between the people and their land.
How do the Palestinians set their priorities given
this scenario and in light of the prevailing balance
of power? In order for the overall picture to be
straightened out from the Palestinian perspective,
there is clearly a need to reverse the equation, that is,
to strengthen the unity and identity of the people on
the one hand (to eliminate the policy of assimilation
and division targeting it), and to dismantle the
apartheid regime on the other hand (to eliminate the
policy of strengthening the regime). It is not easy, but
it is not impossible! It requires prudence in choosing
pathways and statesmanship in handling issues.
With regard to the refugees, the main challenge
must be to scale up the methods of preserving their
identity and narrative without allowing their tragedy
to recur indefinitely, and to find the appropriate
equation to overcome it in cooperation with the
host countries to promote the stability and national

security of the latter. I am talking here about
strengthening the identity apart from camp life, its
historical role and struggle in keeping the cause alive
and advancing the economic and scientific status of
the Palestinians, free from the restrictions imposed
on them. At the internal level, the main challenge
lies in finding equations that ensure and strengthen
the resilience of the population holding Israeli
citizenship, or the Palestinian identity under the
Israeli political and security ceiling and diversifying
and activating their methods of peaceful and political
resistance against the racist regime until it begins to
dismantle. This may be achieved through various
means, including agreements entailing federal or
confederal arrangements whose implementation
may take decades. The process may not exclude the
engagement of Israeli society itself, which is made
up of more than five rival groups with their different
linguistic, historical and cultural backgrounds
and economic conditions, while our people, both
Christians and Muslims, constitutes one people and
one civilization.
Finally, all Palestinians, wherever they live, should
strengthen a single identity, promote their one cause,
and enhance their attachment to a unified land. The
next stage will not, and cannot be like the preceding
ones, nor should the Palestinian strategies for action
be a replication of the past.Our reading into history
must be objective, it must be dealt with from a
strategic perspective of the long-term ideological
map the Palestinian leadership and elite must set,
to maintain the resilience of the people and its
ability to contribute to national life, regardless of
its capabilities and circumstances until it is time for
these days to be done.
* Palestinian writer, and thinker
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The Palestinians and the UNRWA face the challenges of collapse
Fathy Kleib*
The issue of Palestinian refugees was and still is
deliberately targeted by the American Israeli duo
which considers its solution, one of the gateways
to resolving the conflict in the region within the
framework of the implementation of the so-called
“Deal of the Century.” In order to hollow out this
question, by cancelling the refugee status of millions
of refugees, this duo worked to undermine the
UNRWA mandate. For the Israelis and the outgoing
US administration, its fate was considered pivotal to
the extent that an Israeli official considered that the
dissolution of UNRWA is equally important to the
US recognition of Jerusalem.
For this and other reasons, defending UNRWA,
preserving it, and sustaining its funding are the
key elements that have temporarily preserved the
refugees’ issue and the right of return. The battle
fought at the United Nations General Assembly
in 2019 to renew UNRWA’s mandate for three
years, is a confirmation of that. However, what is
striking is that this renewal was not accompanied
by the commitment of donor countries to tackle the
financial problem the agency is still complaining
about. By November 2020, donor countries had
not fulfilled their obligations by contributing to the
budget amounting to 1.4 billion dollars. The General
Fund deficit amounted to more than 150 million
dollars while the contingency funds and private
appeals have not fared better and have also faced a
similar deficit.
Currently, it is indisputable that the UNRWA is
going through the worst crisis in its history, although
it suffered from a similar problem in 2017 and 2018
to the extent that the deficit amounted to 446 million
dollars. But the agency managed to overcome that
crisis, which underlines the fact that the problem can
be addressed if donor countries, maintain the same
contributions made in 2018 and 2019, in addition to
the fact that since the US suspended its contribution,
the number of donors has increased to about 42.
Hence the importance of the United Nations
Secretary-General’s call to make UNRWA “funding
sustainable…. not only for one year, but years to
come.” We believe that there is an actual possibility
to translate this call into a reality if advantage is
taken of the strengths that can be invested in ensuring
sustainable funding, although we are convinced that
the causes of the crisis lie first and foremost in the
political decision, and therefore resolving this crisis
is supposed to be political.
There is a need to protect UNRWA and move it
out the cycle of financial and political blackmail
perpetrated by some countries, which gives it the
freedom to implement its programs. At the same
time, handling the financial crisis should not relieve
the US from assuming its responsibilities, as it is
the leading cause of the crisis and one of the main
parties that have contributed to creating the refugee
problem, let alone supporting the Zionist entity and
providing it with all means of survival.

(Getty images)

Many questions are raised about the funding issue
and its fluctuations from year to year:
-

It is not logical that the General Assembly
voted, with a majority of 170 countries, in
favor of renewing the agency’s mandate while
it is unable to address a financial deficit that is
peanuts compared to the annual support to poor
countries approved by rich ones.

-

If it is understood why the US ended its financial
contribution, then what are the reasons behind
the reluctance of more than 50 donor countries
to address the financial problem?

-

The agency earlier announced that it had
concluded multi-year financial agreements with
17 states with the aim of achieving financial
stability in terms of obtaining a clearly defined
budget in straight years (2020-2022). What has
become of these agreements?

Today:
another challenge faced by UNRWA, aside from
the challenge of resilience in the face of US-Israeli
pressures, is the ability to respond to the repercussions
of the (Covid-19) pandemic. It is remarkable that all
countries of the world have adopted, in parallel with
the general mobilization policies, economic packages
worth millions of dollars in support of their citizens.
However, Palestinian refugees in Lebanon and other
areas of operations have remained excluded from
all forms of economic and relief support. UNRWA
contented itself with making three appeals on facing
the pandemic in its five areas of operations.
The economic and social conditions of the Palestinian
refugees in Lebanon have reached the brink of
collapse due to the prevailing crisis in Lebanon, and
as a result of the total dependence of all families on
UNRWA assistance. The agency’s figures indicate

that almost two-thirds of the Palestinian refugees
in Lebanon are poor (2010 and 2016 studies data),
the actual number of the poor is almost 100% four
years later, first due to the crisis in Lebanon, second
because of the repercussions of the coronavirus
(Covid-19) pandemic, and third because of UNRWA
standards and method used in calculating poverty
rates.
The economic conditions of the Palestinian refugees
in Lebanon have reached alarming levels, which
constitutes major challenges for all the concerned
authorities and tests their ability to respond to the
situation. Thus, we see ourselves entrusted with the
following tasks:
1. Calling on the UNRWA Commissioner-General
to allocate the necessary budgets to launch an
emergency program for Palestinian camps that
responds to the urgent needs of the refugees.
2. Calling on the Lebanese Palestinian Dialogue
Committee (LPDC) to launch a permanent
dialogue between the Palestinian movements
and Lebanese parties and parliamentary blocs
with the aim of coming up with common
approaches that facilitate the amendment of
Lebanese laws banning Palestinians from
working, and consequently provide Palestinian
refugees with a decent life.
3. Calling on the Palestine Liberation Organization
(PLO) Executive Committee and the Palestinian
Authority (PA) to incorporate the lists of
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon in their records
of social development assistance, which are
disbursed in the occupied West Bank and Gaza
Strip.
* Palestinian researcher
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What future for the Palestinian refugees in Lebanon?
*Laure Stephan
Every time I go to a Palestinian camp in Lebanon, I
go out with deep-seated pain. It is these disappointing
tales of the refugees, these insalubrious buildings
recounting the over crowdedness and dreams
doomed to failure, these electric wires tangled in an
anarchic way, these damp alleys not penetrated by
the sunlight. These misery scenes have consolidated
over time and words used to describe them have
been depleted. Perhaps a shocking indicator of
unhappiness is the declining percentage of young
Palestinians pursuing education, while education has
long been a cornerstone in people’s lives.
Nothing is standing still, but this is not necessarily
comforting thought. Over the years, a «security fence»
has been erected around the Ein El-Hilweh camp,
the «capital» of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon
and progress has been made in the reconstruction of
Nahr El-Bared camp, but at a turtle’s pace.
Palestinians in Lebanon have left their homes to
Ethiopians in the Mar Elias camp, to Syrians in the
Chatila camp, and to Palestinian refugees from Syria
in the Wavel camp at the entrance of Baalbek city.
Others have managed to reach Europe clandestinely;
but how many were sent back to the camps of
Lebanon, having lost everything?
The deep-seated pain that I am talking about is not
caused by pity; it is rather a form of stupor and
anger. Everything could have been very different,
and everything can be so.
Of course, the camps are not just synonymous with
the tragedies of poverty, violence, and drugs. There
are these strong social ties, which refugees who left
the walled alleys, come back to seek on occasion.
There is also commitment demonstrated by people
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who continue to provide care, develop community
projects, and support children in their education.
This is the Palestinian identity that is preserved and
courageously transmitted from one generation to the
next. This is the ingenuity used to challenge dead
ends.
However, this resilience ensures survival, not the
future which remains dark. It is about financial
resources which are always hard to pool. But the
vulnerable refugees are on the forefront of the
economic and financial crisis devastating Lebanon.
Unless more funds are secured, it will be impossible
to renovate the urgently needed infrastructure. The

achievement of progress is also a political issue.
Nevertheless, a glass ceiling dashes all hope: on
the national scene, the rejection of resettlement and
historical grudges continue to steer a movement that
opposes granting basic social rights to Palestinian
refugees; on the regional and international scene,
cowardice weighs heavily on the refugee question
which remains unresolved and is dealt with as an
economic or social issue, or even as a vestige of
the past. How to eliminate its political dimension
lying at the heart of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict?
In addition to the need for overcoming this double
barrier, there is the need for renewing the Palestinian
leadership, as Hanan Ashrawi urged from Ramallah.
The recent divisions in the Arab world, apart from
the consensus about the Arab Peace Initiative
launched in Beirut in 2002, are an ominous sign for
the refugees, which is the case with the cataclysm
striking Lebanon. But one wonders if there has ever
been a favorable moment allowing for the alleviation
of the plight of the Palestinians, free from political
manipulation?
How can peace or stability be achieved if, at the
regional and international levels, hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians were expelled from their
land without historical injustice being acknowledged
or redressed? Who can truly believe that allowing
refugees to live a decent life in their countries of
residence by eliminating discrimination against
them, will lead to a reconsideration of their identity
and their pursuit of justice? These two plans go hand
in hand if we are to build a better future for them.
*Freelance journalist.

Palestinians’ rights in Lebanon: a political impossibility
* Abby Sewel
In August 2019, for a brief moment, Palestinian
refugees in Lebanon were back in the center of the
news cycle as mass protests broke out in the camps
in response to a crackdown by the labor ministry
on businesses employing non-Lebanese citizens
without work permits. The raids had swept up many
Palestinian workers and, in the process, revived the
question of their labor rights in Lebanon.
At the time, I wrote an article speculating that the
incident might have opened a space for “at least
modest reforms to the economic and civil rights
of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon.” As it turned
out, I was wrong, because a series of other events
soon pulled attention away from the situation
of the Palestinians in Lebanon: first the October
Revolution, then the economic crisis, then the
COVID-19 pandemic, and finally the Beirut Port
explosion.
With so many Lebanese struggling and unemployed,

reopening the question of Palestinians’ labor or
property rights in Lebanon currently looks like a
political impossibility.
Yet, even as Palestinian refugees have receded from
the headlines, they have been struggling with the
same economic and political crises as Lebanese
citizens over the past year, with the added pressure
of a shrinking budget at UNRWA in the wake of the
Trump administration’s withdrawal of US funding in
2018.
This has left the agency unable to provide any
significant financial assistance to refugees who
have been dealing with increasing unemployment
and poverty. Instead, Palestinian communities have
largely relied on mutual aid and remittances from the
diaspora abroad to help them get by.
Meanwhile, the shift to online learning during the
COVID-19 lockdown has been frankly impossible
for many Palestinian families, who live in areas with

spotty electricity and internet services.
The upcoming change in the White House may
or may not signal any significant shift in the US
approach to the question of Palestine, but it will
likely mean a reversal of some of the more extreme
pro-Israeli positions of the Trump administration
– such as the open encouragement of settlement
building in the West Bank – and a return of funds to
UNRWA.
However, amid the ongoing economic crisis and
impending removal of subsidies on essential items,
it’s far from clear whether those funds will come
in time or be enough to provide the safety net
Palestinian refugees, like the Lebanese, desperately
need.
•Freelance journalist; she was a staff writer for the
Los Angeles Times.
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Arab Index: 78% of Arabs consider the Palestinian cause the
issue of all Arabs
The year 2020 was burdened with crises and problems for the Palestinians,
both internally and externally, from the repeated daily rounds of escalation
with the Israeli occupation to the continuing faltering achievement of national
unity, and the acceleration of steps to achieve the «Deal of the Century» aimed
at liquidating the Palestinian cause, starting with the transfer of the American
embassy to Jerusalem and recognition of it as the capital of the occupation The
end of the financial support provided to UNRWA, the closure of the Palestine
Liberation Organization›s office in Washington and the cessation of financial
support provided to it, leading to the start of the wave of official normalization
with the regimes of some Arab countries.
Considering the reflections of these developments and with the arrival of
Democrat Joe Biden to power in the United States, the Palestinian scene appears
blurry, and the question always remains: Where is the Palestinian issue heading?
And is it still the main issue for the Arabs?
According to the «Arab Index» poll issued on October 6, 2020 by the Arab
Center for Research and Policy Studies in Doha, Qatar, 78% of Arab citizens
consider that the Palestinian cause is the issue of all Arabs and not the issue of
the Palestinians alone. 88% of them refuse to have their countries recognize the
occupation state or normalize relations with it.
The Arab Index 2019/2020 included the opinions of about 28,000 people in 13
Arab countries: Palestine, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Qatar, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Sudan, and Mauritania.
How do Arab citizens view the Palestinian Issue?
• Over three quarters of the Arab public agree that the Palestinian cause
concerns all Arabs, and not the Palestinians alone.
•
It should be noted that 89% of Saudis agreed that the Palestinian issue is
the issue for all Arabs and not simply an issue for Palestinians themselves.
Gulf public opinion had the highest percentage of respondents considering
the Palestinian cause to be an issue for all Arabs, followed by Arab Maghreb
public opinion.

•

•

•

•

An overwhelming majority (88%) of Arabs disapprove of recognition of
Israel by their home countries, with only 6% accepting formal diplomatic
recognition. In fact, one half of those who accepted formal diplomatic
relations with Israel and their governments made such a move conditional on
the formation of an independent Palestinian state. When asked to elaborate on
the reasons for their positions, respondents who were opposed to diplomatic
ties between their countries and Israel focused on several factors, such as
Israeli racism towards the Palestinians and its colonialist, expansionist
policies.
The highest rate of refusal to recognize Israel was among respondents in
Algeria at 99%, followed by those in Lebanon at 94%, and Tunisia and
Jordan at 93% each.
Refusal to recognize Israel is proportionally the highest in the Gulf region;
nearly 90% of Qatar and Kuwait respondents reject their country’s recognition
of Israel, and 65% of Saudis expressed their rejection, as contrasted with 6%
who agreed to recognition, while 29% refused to express their opinion.
Only 13% of the Sudanese agreed that their country should recognize Israel,
compared to 79% of them who rejected such a step.

Would you support or oppose diplomatic recognition of Israel by your
country?

Attitudes towards the Palestinian cause by country over years

•

Respondents who opposed diplomatic ties of Israel justified their positions
with several reasons, relating mainly to Israel’s colonialist nature, racist and
expansionist policies, and persistence in appropriating Palestinian land.

Reasons given for opposing diplomatic recognition of Israel by region.

Attitudes towards the Palestinian cause by country

Colonialist occupying power in Palestine
Expansionist state set on controlling more Arab territory
A terrorist state/supports terrorism
Israeli dispossession of the Palestinians; continued
oppression of the Palestinians
Religious reasons to oppose Israel
(Israel) is racist towards Arabs
Recognizing Israel negates the Palestinian people
Israel is an enemy of my people/the Arabs in general
Israel threatens regional security
Israel violates agreements and treaties
Israel does not exist
No reasons given
Total of those opposed to recognizing Israel
Approve of the recognition of Israel
Do not know/declined to answer (as a percentage of
respondents)
Total

Mashreq
43.4
10.4
9.6
5.1

Maghreb
36.1
9.4
4.3
8.4

Gulf
26.0
8.0
6.5
6.5

Nile Valley
21.0
9.5
11.5
7.4

Average
33.7
9.4
7.6
6.8

3.6
5.7
3.7
4.1
3.5
1.5
1.1
0.7
92.1
6.1
1.8

10.5
5.7
5.8
3.6
3.4
1.5
1.4
3.1
93.2
2.6
4.1

6.0
6.3
4.5
3.4
2.9
1.3
6.4
2.7
80.4
6.3
13.4

6.3
6.0
5.8
6.2
4.9
2.6
0.1
0.8
82.3
13.2
4.7

6.7
5.9
4.8
4.1
3.6
1.6
2.3
1.9
88.2
6.2
5.6

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0

100.0
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To confront Covid-19 spread:
LPDC provides equipment for Palestinian hospitals and
isolation centers
Although the successive periods of the nationwide lockdown that began in last
November, the number of cases and deaths related to the Covid-19 pandemic has
not decreased, indicating an alarming outbreak level in the country. Obviously,
this problem is not limited to Lebanese villages and towns in the governorates,
but it also involves Palestinian camps probably more than other areas, given
the fragility of their urban structures and the difficult living conditions of their
residents, especially that most of them are quasi-unemployed daily workers due
the declining economy in Lebanon and the discrimination targeting them in the
labor market in the first place.
The Lebanese Palestinian Dialogue Committee (LPDC) had realized early on,
that Lebanon would be subject to bigger waves of the pandemic with the fall
and winter seasons. Accordingly, it developed a response plan to the Covid-19
virus in Palestinian camps, and reached out to international and local partners,
especially UNRWA, relevant United Nations agencies, donor countries, the
Palestinian Embassy in Lebanon and the Lebanese Ministry of Public Health
so that they would incorporate the Palestinian camps in their overall general
plan to cope with the pandemic. Through this outreach, the LPDC launched a
multilateral research about health conditions in the camps, especially that they
are more vulnerable than other areas to the pandemic, and since the Lebanese
government is unable to lend a helping hand in terms of improving preparedness
and response to the challenge. A more serious dilemma is faced in light of
the high population density exceeding 80,000 people per square kilometer in
Palestinian camps and gatherings, compared to an average of 22,000 people in
Lebanese cities. This increases the potential of the virus spread, since Palestinian
refugees live in extended families, in a single and small house and that the
camps house, in addition to the Palestinian refugees in Lebanon, refugees from
Syrian camps, Syrians, and various nationalities. This puts further strain on the
worn-out infrastructure in terms of prevention and protection measures, and the
little possibility of security enforcement due to the absence of surveillance and
security services in these camps.
These and other issues, such as the deteriorating employment and social
conditions, make the camps a favorable environment for the spread of infection
with the Covid-19 virus. This prompted the LPDC and a group of epidemiologists
to make higher estimates of the average number of infections compared to those
adopted across Lebanon. The estimates were based on the data of the general
census conducted in Palestinian camps and gatherings by the LPDC in 2017
in partnership with the Central Administration of Statistics (CAS) and the
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), which indicated that the number
of Palestinian refugees is 174,442, whereas those from Syria number 28,000,
apart from non-Palestinians.
The LPDC put forward its plan and recommendations to improve response to the
current and future situation, by benefiting from the lessons learned, in tandem
with the response plan developed by UNRWA, the emergency appeal of the
United Nations in Lebanon, and the National Plan worked out by the Crisis
Cell of the Ministry of Public Health. The Committee has set two priorities
for its work. The first aims to support the preparedness and response of
the Palestinian health system to adaptation to the state of emergency,
after the first wave revealed the existence of a number of gaps in
responding to medical needs and in the medical preparedness of
the relevant bodies, in terms of the lack of equipment, testing
and treatment capabilities. In addition, a shortage of qualified
human resources was identified, including trained medical,
nursing and emergency staff. Shortage was also detected
regarding the provision of equipment, the rehabilitation of
hospitals, and the preparation of additional isolation centers
that contain resuscitation rooms and quarantine necessities,
laboratories for testing and ambulances.
As for the second priority, it is related to the non-compliance
with the social distancing and lockdown measures in
the camps, which necessitates the organization and
intensification of awareness campaigns in cooperation with

NGOs, local committees and various media, provided that the campaigns involve
methods of coping with suspected cases and how to report them. Both issues
require the allocation of a contingency budget to cover the cost of treatment.
Such tasks require the concerted efforts of several parties in charge of their
advancement, including UNRWA, UNDP, UNICEF, and donor countries that can
contribute to the cost of rehabilitation and equipment, as well as the Lebanese
Ministry of Public Health, the Palestinian Embassy and Palestinian community
factions and committees in the camps, each of which has a role to play. Hence
the formation of the High Committee for Responding to the Coronavirus Crisis
in the Palestinian Camps which is headed by the LPDC along with the parties
concerned. The first meeting it held on October 26, 2020 served as a prelude to
extensive and successive meetings.
The committee’s project focuses on acquiring 71 beds for the five isolation
centers in the new Safad and Jdita hospitals, 256 beds in the Siblin, Al-Samu
and Al-Bass centers, i.e. a total of 327 beds, establishing 12 intensive care units
in the Hamshari Hospital of the Palestinian Red Crescent and the Human Call
Hospital in Ain Al-Hilweh, expanding the scope of cooperation and coordination
between UNRWA, the Ministry of Public Health and Lebanese government and
private hospitals and international bodies such as the World Health Organization
and Doctors Without Borders, equipping the centers with additional ventilators
and PCR testing laboratories, supporting and strengthening epidemiological
surveillance activities, raising their capacity to perform laboratory tests, training
doctors, nurses and ambulance crews, and providing ambulances to transport
infected patients.
Two partnership agreements were concluded with Lebanese Popular Rescue
Committee (Al-Najda Al-Shaabyia) in Jdita, Bekaa and the Palestinian
Red Crescent (PRC) in the new Safad Hospital in Beddawi with the aim of
developing the capabilities of the Palestinian health system to cope with the
virus and supporting preparedness in the areas of testing, isolation, treatment,
and technical training. The Committee covered the cost of 12,000 PCR tests for
the infected people and provided to the PRC 20,000 tests for suspected cases at
Safad Hospital, and two ambulances.
The pace of the corona virus outbreak in the Palestinian camps, with all the
negative urban factors that increase risk, has become similar to the one registered
across Lebanon. This underscores the importance of concerted efforts to curb
its spread in extremely difficult circumstances at the Palestinian and Lebanese
levels.
The pace of the coronavirus (Covid-19) outbreak in the Palestinian camps,
with all the negative urban factors that increase risk, has become similar to the
one registered across Lebanon. This underscores the importance of concerted
efforts to curb its spread in extremely difficult and complex circumstances at the
Palestinian and Lebanese levels, to say the least.
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More than 5,300 Palestinian tested positive since 1 year

Weekly evolution of new cases of Covid-19 the last 4 months
400
300
200

more than the national rate (0.75%)
482 people have been hospitalized
There are currently 844 active cases
88% are in home isolation

Surge of new cases since end Dec. 2020, with an average of 45 new cases / day
95
hospitalized
9 in isolation centers

Source : Data from Lebanese Ministry of Health and UNRWA, on first week of February 2021
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Palestinian refugees: mandatory and voluntary isolation
The Palestinian Media Collective in Lebanon “Interact”
Firas removed from his car everything that reveals
its Palestinian identity, such as a small Palestinian
flag hanging from the roof of the taxi, a small sticker
on the outside of the windows indicating the right of
return, and some accessories scattered on its doors
and mirrors.
He extensively used those accessories as they gave
him a sense of patriotism and belonging while
mildly checking his nostalgia for his village, Umm
Al-Faraj, in northern Palestine. However, with the
increase in coronavirus cases in the Rashidieh camp
in south Lebanon, these small items have become an
obstacle to attracting passengers.
Firas, nicknamed Abu Al-Fida, said that “when the
websites began to post the number of coronavirus
cases in the camp, the fears of Lebanese people
living in the vicinity of the camp increased, and the
camp was perceived as an epicenter of the pandemic.
So the passengers preferred Lebanese to Palestinian
drivers.” Thus, he had to remove the accessories
from his car.
Firas added sarcastically, “With the coronavirus,
we sealed all sorts of epicenters, from security to
economic, and today health-related ones. I never felt
afraid while driving my car. Some people are usually
afraid of car accidents, but I am not. However, I
am now afraid of the coronavirus because I have
children and a family. I am afraid of contracting the
virus when in contact with passengers.”
On the road from Al-Rashidiya camp towards Tyre,
there is a Palestine Red Crescent Society checkpoint
was distributing awareness booklets and masks to
pedestrians and cars, while association volunteers
pasted pictures on the walls of the camp to raise
people’s awareness of the threat of the virus. Firas
was impressed with the initiative.
He lives in a small house in the camp, and he has
a family of five. He has worked as a taxi driver for
years to provide for his family. “Every day I see
people from all walks of life- he said. I have been
a taxi driver for years now. I like this job because
it is routine-free. But for the first time I feel that I
hate it. I cannot stay at home because I have children
who need to eat and drink, and at the same time I am
afraid to come back home and pass on the virus to
my family.” I am trying, as much as I can, to comply
with the measures and instructions, but we starved
during the lockdown. Now I am keeping the sanitizer
and at the same time I am limiting the number of
passengers.”

The virus scared off customers
Mohammad Murshid (24 years old), is one of the
coronavirus recovered patients from Al- Maashouk
Gathering in south Lebanon. His mother was
infected at first and was taken to hospital he said,
“After I read the report, I was shocked. I didn’t know
what to do. I was afraid for my mother, and what
I was scared of happened.” Mohammad’s painful
experience was not only about suffering from the
disease and its symptoms, but it was about its severe
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consequences. The three-room small family home
shelters the seven family members. So, the infection
was serious, and isolation was even more difficult.
Mohammad added saying, “I could have avoided
contracting the virus, but our house is small and I do
not have another place for self-isolation. Thus, we
were all infected in the family and we were trapped
in the virus cycle. The coronavirus was not the most
difficult problem for the family, but the burden of the
cost was also heavy. First, UNRWA covered the costs
following the pressure we exerted. As for medicines,
sanitizers and food, assistance was minimal and it
was offered by a few benevolent people. During
self-isolation, we felt that we were living alone on
an island. Everybody was afraid of us, and no one
would approach us.
After Mohammad and his family completed the
home quarantine period and recovered, he opened
his shop, but “The turnover significantly dropped
after I became infected. Maybe people are still
scared, and the shop is our source of livelihood. The
virus has done considerable harm to me.”

Abou Abdallah greeted Mohammad and checked in
on his health condition. Mohammad responded with
a cheerful face and said, “Praise be to God, Abou
Abdallah. Thanks to God for sending someone like
you to stand by me.”
Abou Abdallah Al-Takli is the officer of the Palestinian
Civil Defense in the Bourj El-Shemali camp. He
followed up the case of Mohammad Murshid and
his family, and visited them frequently to bring food
and sanitizers.
Al-Takli and the members of the Palestinian Civil
Defense handle coronavirus cases in the camp and
the vicinity. They transport patients in the civil
defense vehicle to hospital, if necessary. They also
bring them their needs and disinfect neighborhoods
and homes, in addition to burying the virus victims.
He said, “I get very upset when I see people’s
recklessness toward the virus or their disbelief. I am
witnessing critical cases. People can hardly breathe.
Others are isolated, and no one dares to get close to
them.”
“The most difficult situation is the burial ceremony,
he said How hard it is when your father or mother is
dead, and you cannot say goodbye to them or even
touch them.”
The coronavirus experience made Al-Takli more
cautious, as he has a family of five. When he enters
his home, he goes straight to the bathroom, and even
when he finishes washing his hands, he does not get
close to his children. “My five-year old son Jamal is
spoiled. I haven’t hugged for six months and I miss
him a lot.” Al-Takli said.
The coronavirus has spread all over the world, but the
Palestinian refugees are among the most burdened
with its impact. Health and economic conditions do
not increase their resilience Infected refugees live
in voluntary isolation to protect others or due to
high unemployment and poverty rates in Palestinian
camps and gatherings.
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Will Biden reopen channels of dialogue with the Palestinians?
Riad Tabbarah *
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Perhaps the biggest difference between Donald Trump’s foreign policy and Joe
Biden’s can be summed up by the difference between the two slogans, Trump’s
slogan “America first” and Biden’s “America is back.”
When Trump assumed the presidency in January 2017, he openly challenged
US traditional foreign policy assumptions made since the end of World War
II. At that time, the US adopted the Marshall Plan that provided aid to finance
the reconstruction of Europe, and supervised the establishment of international
organizations, chief among them the United Nations and its subsidiary
organizations, and with this it assumed the leadership of the “free world.”
Since Trump took office, the US has withdrawn from several multilateral
agreements, starting with the East Asia Free Trade Agreement (EAFTA) days
after his inauguration, through UNESCO, the Paris Agreement on climate
change, the Iran nuclear agreement, down to the World Health Organization
(WHO) last July, and others.
In contrast, Biden, whose mandate starts on January 20, promised to return as
soon as possible to the international system from which Trump withdrew and to
restore America’s leading role in it. He also promised to mend the rift between
the US and the European Union that resulted in imposing reciprocal economic
sanctions, and to return to the traditional negotiation policy, even with China,
since reciprocal sanctions negatively affect global trade and consequently the
economies of the two conflicting sides.
One of the most important agreements that may potentially change in the
Middle East is the Iran nuclear agreement from which America withdrew in
2018. During his election campaign, Biden announced that he would open the
door to negotiations with Iran and widen the scope of the agreement to include
new issues, the most important of which is changing Iran’s behavior toward
neighboring countries, including the military activities of its allies in the region,
in return for lifting the sanctions imposed on it.
The most important change in the region will undoubtedly be seen in US policy
toward Israel and the question of Palestine.
Trump gave Israel more than it had hoped for and outdid all US presidents
succeeding Harry Truman who had the upper hand in the establishment of Israel.
Less than a year after Trump took power, i.e., on December 6, 2017, he declared

that the United States recognized Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, and that he
began making the necessary arrangements to transfer his country’s embassy to it.
Despite the United Nations General Assembly resolution, immediately adopted
by an overwhelming majority following this statement, which considered the
declaration of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel to be null and void, the US
embassy was moved to Jerusalem in May 2018.
In addition, Trump announced through a “presidential proclamation” in 2017
that America recognized the Golan Heights as Israeli territory. This was followed
in 2018 by the closure of the Palestine Liberation Organization’s office in
Washington, and the US stopping of all funding to the UNRWA that provides
assistance to Palestinian refugees. In the subsequent year, a US declaration
considered that Israeli settlements in the West Bank are legal, followed by a recent
declaration by US Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo, that Israel is permitted to
stick the label “Made in Israel” on goods manufactured in these settlements and
exported to the United States.
Joe Biden and the Democratic Party oppose most of these measures. During the
elections, the party pledged to oppose the expansion of Israeli settlements, and
any steps made by Israel to annex land. In a speech he made during his campaign,
on the annual conference of AIPAC, the pro-Israel lobbying group, Biden said,
“Israel, I think, has to stop the threats of annexation and settlement activity…
And to be frank, those moves are taking Israel further from its democratic values,
undermining support for Israel in the United States especially among young
people…”
There is no doubt that Biden will reopen channels of dialogue with the
Palestinians and restore America’s relationship with UNRWA and the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO). He will also revive, at least in principle, the twostate solution, and the idea of comprehensive peace between the Arabs and Israel
and move away from the fragmented solution that Trump has adopted recently.
But there are steps taken by Trump that will be difficult for him to undo, such as
recognizing Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, or moving the embassy from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem. In this regard, he expressed his opposition to these measures,
but he will not be able to reverse them.
* Former Lebanese ambassador to Washington
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We need to get out of the “closed nationalist box”
Simon Karam *
I got to know the Palestinians, their cause, the
people, and the refugees back in the early 1970s. I
was a student and at the same time I worked as a
junior journalist contributing to a student page in a
magazine. I was once charged with conducting an
inquiry into the conditions of students in a Palestinian
camp. I remember the visit to the high school in the
Beddawi camp, the difficulties students faced in
registering at the few universities in the North or at
the Lebanese University whose faculties were based
in Beirut before the creation of regional branches.
The scope of the inquiry was expanded to include
the conditions of refugees, the fedayeen action and
its problems before the outbreak of the war.
The war was bad news and an awful era. I had a
belief, that the Lebanese-Palestinian confrontation
was a scourge for both peoples, and for the Christian
community in Lebanon. During those “bloody
years” there was a total lack of acceptance of any
discourse that enlightened public opinion or relevant
actors about the common things between the two
peoples, the two experiences, and what happened to
one people and what may happen to another. Then
the “bloody years” went by and the “time of defeat”
came after the Lebanon wars ended with an outcome
resulting from the inability of the Lebanese and the
Palestinians alike, to work out a formula of mutual
acceptance that responds to the interests of both
parties and their need to live in peace and security.
At that “time of defeat”, open-mindedness was
shown under the influence of the “Baath regime”
which was keen on fairly distributing its “favors”
to most Lebanese and Palestinians. Despite their
difficult conditions, there was a certain degree
of response to the need for departing from the
unilateralism of the nationalist mindset, since it is
by nature exclusivist and confrontational as far as
the relations with the others are concerned. This was
embodied, for those who wish, in the “Deterrence
forces” and their intelligence.
During the conversations and seminars held those
years, I called for inspiration from the frameworks
that predated World War I which has not ended
yet at various levels, especially with regard to our
region and the fate of its people. But to the extent
that there was Lebanese and Palestinian openness
to considering the reality of the two peoples while
working out appropriate formulas to address the
situation in cities, towns and camps, the demarcation
lines and internal conditions, the consequences of
the wars left and the looming crises, there was also
a determination to maintain the rigid nationalist
approach by the two concerned states and their
insistence to use the same jargon and messages
which were conveyed through security by Syria,
and through tanks and planes by Israel. As for the
Lebanese State, which is the third party concerned, it
was a bystander, while its stance fluctuated between
hostility, denial, and coma.
Then came the Madrid Conference, to mark a long
period of hope, disappointments, conflicts and
paradoxes, to which I was a witness and a player
during the early stages. Lebanon soon moved to the
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sidelines of negotiations after a few rounds were
held in Washington. The Lebanese State relaxed in
light of the inseparable character of the Syrian and
Lebanese tracks and the acts of “resistance”, in line
with the requirements and pace of the Syrian track.
The pattern of the Palestinian political movement
was quite the opposite. They moved from the
sidelines, manifested in their role as members
accompanying the Jordanian negotiating delegation,
to making events through secret negotiations in
Norway’s capital, and to being on the international
spotlight by signing the Oslo Accords in the White
House garden.
Here the paradoxes begin: the beginning of the
determined implementation of the Oslo Accords
through a series of complex understandings
that restored territory and established a national
authority, paralleled by a deadly stalemate on the
Lebanese track, as exemplified by the 1993 and 1996
strikes and the daily military actions, a few of which
are related to Lebanon, while many of them were
related to the complex negotiations between Syria
and Israel. Then, the halted Palestinian track paved
the way for the Israeli government’s maneuvering.
The Israeli prime minister made a proposal which
was met by a hardline-stance of the Syrian president.
In response, the Israelis raised the issue of unilateral
withdrawal from south Lebanon, but it was rejected
by the Syrians and their allies. The Palestinian
movement shifted from the status of an organization
to that of an authority and faced a struggle over
the implementation of the Oslo Accords. This was
followed by the grave decision to militarize the
second intifada, down to the limbo between the
Palestinian Authority and Israel and the inability of
both parties to make progress or retreat.
While Eastern entities - states and peoples - were in
this state of affairs, the Islamic world was heading
towards the great explosion of the volcano erupting
since 1979, the fourth great civil war in “Dar AlIslam”, whose consequences are still felt today, as
seen in the collapse of entities and states in the Arab
world and the waves of mass migrations that disrupt

global balance.
What is happening is not confined to a narrow
space, nor is it a symptom that will pass after a few
years. It is a rising wave from the depths of Islamic
faith and belief, and the tension experienced by
major communities in their relationship with the
contemporary world and civilization, in relation to
Sharia as both a law for individual life and social
relations and a state constitution. Its momentum is so
strong that it strikes hard from the east to the west of
the Islamic world, across the Atlantic to the heart of
America, and across the Anatolian plateau to central
Europe. It is labor and it is also an era of pain and
uncertainty. There is no guarantee that this intense
pain will bring about a happy ending.
The effects of the conflict raging at the heart of
Islam, and between it and global civilization centers,
are tremendous, not the least of these results is a
change in the foundations of establishing relations,
friendships and enmity, including within the
Palestinian-Israeli-Lebanese triangle, pending its
completion with the “New Syria” joining the club to
make a square. New relationships should be forged
.It is a fact that all parties will have to think and act
outside the framework of the nationalist mindset, be
it religious or ethnic.
The reconciliation between the Arab Gulf states and
Israel does not happen in a vacuum. It is determined
by the pressure of conflict over the core of Islam,
the conflict with Iran which asserts its Shiite identity
by raising a red flag over the dome of the Jamkaran
Mosque, and by Turkey’s roaming of the Sunni world
and drawing the sword of conquest over the platform
of “Hagia Sophia”.
The Arab Gulf kingdoms have never complied with
the exigencies of the Arab-Israeli conflict, which it
is a struggle of nationalities since they are by nature
antithetical to the nation-state. The main source of
their legitimacy is Sharia, and the backbone of their
cohesion lies in tribal ties. They acknowledge the
need for defending the Palestinian right to a land and
a homeland and recognizing the reality of Jewish
presence in this part of the Islamic world, being
historical since Jewish communities moved from
European countries to North Africa, fleeing religious
persecution and seeking the security of the Ottoman
Empire and Islamic tolerance; a view shared by the
Gulf people, Turks, Moroccans, and Jordanians,
despite their different political systems.
The Europeans are ahead of us in getting out of the
“nationalist box” and its tragedies, following two
wars. The survivors were asked a question about the
meaning of existence, after which peoples embarked
on building a common space that brought them
together. Hence, the establishment of the European
Union that is based on the principle of a gradual
and peaceful abandonment of the components and
privileges of national sovereignty and forging the
ties of the old world. We will have to emulate this
experience, considering the specificities and needs of
our societies.
* lawyer and former ambassador of Lebanon to
Washington
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Rejecting prejudices is a condition for the dialogue
Salah Salah *
I was twelve years old when the defeat in the 1948 war forced us to leave Palestine
for Lebanon. I remember the suffering endured while walking to Bint Jbeil in
South Lebanon amid the screaming of children, the moaning of the elderly, and
the cries of women. Everyone complained about hunger, thirst and fatigue. Our
suffering as Palestinians was alleviated by the welcome we received from the
President of the Republic Bechara Al-Khoury, Prime Minister Riad Al-Solh and
the Minister of Foreign Affairs Hamid Franjieh, and by their comforting words.
At the time, the Palestinians in Lebanon were considered a human resource
in three important areas. They included capitalists, educated people, and a
workforce. In this climate, no inconsitencies arose between the Palestinians and
the Lebanese people.
During that period, I got acquainted with the Altha’r (Revenge) bulletin that
was published by the Organization for Resisting Peace with Israel. It was
widely circulated because it raised the problems of the refugees in the camps, in
addition to undertaking the tasks of mobilization, incitement and morale lifting
at a time when people experienced, in addition to their miserable humanitarian
conditions, feelings of frustration and despair as a people forced to leave their
homeland, with all the connotations it carried in terms of history and values. But
the most important thing is that this bulletin exposed housing, resettlement and
displacement agendas put forward with the strong support and generous funding
of the United States to solve the refugee problem, as a prelude to reconciliation
with Israel and to putting an end to the Palestinian cause.
The bulletin led me to meet a group of young people and together we formed the
first party cell of the Arab Nationalist Youth for the Liberation
of Palestine (later known as the Arab Nationalist
Movement) in the south) under the leadership of
Mohsen Ibrahim. I was the only Palestinian and the
youngest member in this group.
The main concern of the group was to challenge the
successive agendas put forward in order to solve the
refugee problem, establish alliances, and achieve
reconciliation with Israel. These agendas did not
exclude Lebanon. Facts and realities confirm that those
who opposed these agendas were the Palestinians.
The Palestinians did not take part in the so-called 1958
revolution. However, they suffered the most damage
from the implementation of the martial law which
turned the camps into “ghettos” and required opening
offices of the Second Bureau, resulting in what we
used to call arbitrary arrest made without a specific
charge or trial.
This situation lasted until April 1969 when a popular
uprising was staged in the camps. The rebels broke
into the offices of the Second Bureau and expelled
their personnel. It was supported by another popular
uprising led by the Lebanese National Movement
that caused political paralysis in the country and
the intervention of President Abdel Nasser.
As a result, the Cairo Agreement legitimized
Palestinian military presence and the Palestinian
right to engage in armed struggle across
Lebanese territories. The agreement was repealed
by the Lebanese Parliament in 1987 in return for
abrogating the May 17 Agreement.
After the civil war, the Palestinians felt that they were
subject to retaliation by different parties through
the massacres committed or sponsored by the
Israeli enemy, as well as the destructive War
of the Camps. I was destined to participate
in three attempts to addressing PalestinianLebanese relations.

In the first one, I was a member of a committee chaired by Shafiq Al-Hout and
established pursuant to an agreement with Philip Habib. I had to coordinate with
the Lebanese State on the situation of the Palestinians in Lebanon. But the party
(the State Security) that was assigned to coordinate with us advised us to leave
the country and arrested those who refused to do so. I was among the arrested
persons.
The second one had to do with a meeting held in Cairo in 1990 between the
Lebanese delegation headed by Fares Boueiz, Lebanon’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs, and the Palestinian delegation, of which I was a member, headed
by Farouk Al-Kaddoumi, Head of the Political Department of the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO). At that time, I was also an official of the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) and the Palestine National Action
Plan (NAP), a framework that included all PLO factions in Lebanon.
A road map, was reached with the following three headings: military presence,
security of the camps, and civil and social rights.
The third attempt is related to my meeting with Rafik Hariri after he assumed
premiership for the first time I presented to him an overview of the developments
since 1982 and handed him the relevant documents. Contrary to our expectations,
the gravest decisions were issued, the Palestinians were denied the right to
property and the visa became mandatory if the Palestinian holder of the Lebanese
travel document spent more than 6 months outside Lebanon.
How can bridges be built to establish healthy relations between the Lebanese
people and the Palestinians who have been forcibly residing in Lebanon by
virtue of Lebanese documents since 1948?
Some circles taking a negative stance towards the Palestinians
should address the issue realistically and objectively,
which helps acknowledging two facts. First, Palestinians
adhere to the right of return to their homeland and oppose
resettlement, displacement and naturalization agendas.
Second, Palestinian presence in Lebanon contributes to the
development of the country, and granting them the right to
work and own property is in Lebanon’s interest as well
as the Palestinians’.
Zionist ambitions go beyond the usurpation of
Palestine and extend to the entire Arab region, and
above all Lebanon.
The parties holding prejudices against each other
have not opened wide the door for dialogue.The
parties holding prejudices against each other
(Palestinians and Lebanese) have not opened
wide the door for dialogue. A realistic look at
the Palestinians dismisses the accusations against
them as being the root of conflicts in Lebanon.
Without looking back at history, is it possible to say
they are they behind the critical situation in Lebanon
now?
The Palestinians should no longer dealt with from a
security perspective as this has undermine coexistence.
The right thing is to agree on cooperation formulas
and to grant the Palestinians their civil and social
rights in line with international instruments such as the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 1951
Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol, and in line
with the Lebanese officials’ supportive stance reiterated
since they first welcomed the refugees until now.
We need to build bridges between us. The first
prerequisite is the elimination of our prejudices and
dealing with each other realistically and objectively.
* Member of the Palestinian National Council
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I will try again!
Ibrahim Kayed *
Fadi was born in Tripoli in north Lebanon. He has not left it for 32 years. It was
there that he spent his childhood and youth and got married. He does not feel
alienated as a Palestinian because, according to him, poverty unites the people
of the city. His situation is very similar to that of this deprived city and its people
who are patiently searching for their daily subsistence. Fadi owns an old minibus
that he uses to transport students to and from school. He was barely able to make
ends meet, but with the onset of the coronavirus crisis, the government decision
to close schools and adopt online learning, and the accompanying economic
collapse in Lebanon, he lost his job and did not find an alternative to provide for
his children. He looked for a job, but the doors were locked. In his opinion, if the
Lebanese cannot find a job, what about the Palestinians?
A long time passed, and his debts accumulated, without
any sign of an imminent breakthrough. He heard from
one of his friends that a broker was planning to sail from
Tripoli to Italy for a reasonable cost, and that he was
looking for migrants. Fadi consulted with his wife, but
she strongly opposed the idea. However, she agreed
after a long discussion and thoughtful reflection, and
due the lack of options.
Fadi sold his old minibus for less than its actual
price, paid the man $ 1,600, and left with his
wife a small sum of money with which she
would manage financially. He headed toward
the port of Tripoli early in the morning. There
were five boats, each with about 25 people
of different nationalities, including women
and children.
The journey began and everything was fine
and normal. On the second day, they
started to run out of water and food.
Every person had to eat a snack
and a drink small bottle of water
throughout the day. At sunset on
the third day, a severe storm blew
up and the captain told them that
they had to head towards Cyprus.
Indeed, they reached an area called
Limassol. But gunboats prevented them from
approaching. As they stayed in the middle of the
sea, the boat swung wildly, and the water entered
it due to the fierce winds and giant waves. Their fear
and anxiety grew enormously, women screamed, and
children cried, and they all insistently asked the gunboats
for help. Fifteen hours later, they approached them, and
the police took them to a shelter near the beach. They
stayed there for several days. On the eighth day, they
were summoned by police to do the PCR, as they were
told. They were taken to some boats, but they surprisingly
discovered after that that they were forcibly taking them back
to Lebanon.
Fadi says, “I went back to Tripoli, filled with fear, despair and
disappointment. When I went home, my wife was surprised,
so I hugged her and my children tightly. I said to my wife,
forgive me, I tried but I failed. I will do everything
I can, and I will try to do it again. I will not let my
children die of hunger.”
* Palestinian Journalist
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Horror in the middle of the
sea ... and on the mainland
Houssam Salah *
He agreed to talk about his experience on condition that his name would not
be mentioned, as what he did must be forgotten; Mohammad (a pseudonym)
said that he suffered from bouts of depression before making the decision to
travel illegally. The living conditions worsened and “I could no longer afford
to buy milk for my children, while I did not have any source of income after
my employer in the wood factory where I worked dismissed the majority of
workers. I waited over three months in the hope that conditions would improve,
but the coronavirus crisis continued and consequently the factory did not need
us anymore because work had almost stopped.”
Mohammad learnt from his relatives that a broker named Abu Ahmad offers
illegal migration services to anyone who wishes to do so, for two thousand
dollars. “I had to sell all my wife’s gold jewelry which was worth nearly five
hundred dollars,” he said. and I borrowed the rest from friends and relatives. I
also asked my brother who lives in Australia to transfer a thousand dollars to me.
Indeed, he sent me the sum with a traveler coming from Sydney.”
Mohammad paid the broker part of the sum and registered his name. A few
days later, he boarded a black rubber boat, and before it sailed, he paid the
remaining amount. He said, “The boat can only accommodate ten people
whereas the passengers numbered 35 people, including women and
children of different nationalities. Three boats
were going to depart at the same time.” No one
gave them any advice and they only received
partially inflated orange jackets. He explained,
“The captain refused to have any bags or food
on board. Everyone agreed, hoping to arrive as
soon as possible on the shores of the Greek part of
Cyprus.” The clear sky encouraged the three boats
to go faster, but we suddenly heard screams coming
from the front boat. We could not do anything. The
boat sank for unknown reasons. We were afraid
that the same would happen to us. We tried to
help them, especially because some of those who
drowned could not swim. The scene was tearful,
and whenever I remember it I cry, especially about
children.”
Mohammad added saying, “After hours of
being stuck at sea, boats of the Cypriot coast
guard arrived and tried to rescue us and look for
survivors. We all lost hope. The police took us to a
large ship where we were given first aid and some
food before we were repatriated to Lebanon. When
we arrived, we learned that they had found corpses
in the sea facing Sarafand and Khaldeh. It was a
terrifying journey. I am willing to repeat it, but in the
air or on land, not in the sea.”
Mohammad holds the Lebanese state responsible, because,
in his opinion, it does not care about citizens. It is only
shattering young people’s dreams by not offering them job
opportunities or health insurance. He believes that “the
whole population will migrate legally and illegally if
they manage to so, because in this country there is no
more sympathy for the poor. I have witnessed death
at sea, but it is easier to experience it every day in
my country.”
* Palestinian Journalist
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Abu Hassan: I am not the only Lebanese in the camp
Nadia Fahd *
He is a Lebanese citizen from Tyre. She is a Palestinian refugee from the
Rashidieh camp, south of the city. Abu Hassan met his wife more than six years
ago, and soon a love story began culminating in marriage, despite the objections
of their family members, especially that they decided to live in the camp. But
“without this decision, I would not have been able to get married in under the
difficult economic and living conditions.” He said., “I am not the only Lebanese
here, and the proportion of intermarriage between the camp and the vicinity
residents is relatively high.

Life in the camp is safer
Every weekend Abu Hassan prepares to go fishing in the sea with his friend and
neighbor who also married a Palestinian woman. Everyone in the camp knows
him as “Abu Hassan the Lebanese,” or as they like to call him “Jar Al-Reda”
(Pleasant neighbor).
Abu Hassan ,who works long hours as an employee in a private car park in
the area, feels safe in the camp, as the security situation here, as he sees it, is
less dangerous than outside the camp, especially that many Lebanese areas are
witnessing a significant increase in looting, robberies and assaults. The UNRWA,
the Palestinian Red Crescent Society, and several social institutions and charities
that provide services and assistance to many families are reducing the burden on
the camp residents.
But with the ongoing repercussions of the Covid 19 crisis, the deteriorating
economic and political conditions in the country, the fathers’ fears for his family
have grown, as his modest salary is barely enough to cater to the necessary needs
and necessities.
For Abu Hassan, the reality is unbearable. He placed a kiss on the cheek of his
five-month-old daughter saying, “You see my daughter? I will never let her marry
a Palestinian.” He justified his statement by saying that it is not based on racist
grounds at all, but it is rather motivated by his realization of the grave injustice
done to the Palestinian refugees in Lebanon and their deprivation of their most
basic human rights. Given the fact that his daughter will not be able to pass on
her Lebanese nationality to her husband and children due to Lebanese laws that

prevent women from conferring their nationality on their families, this means that
she will endure difficult living conditions and great deprivation. Umm Hassan
and her husband are keen on teaching their son how to speak the Lebanese
dialect, especially outside the camp, in order to prevent any discrimination, he
may face in the future because of his Palestinian dialect.
To avoid this imagined future scenario, Abu Hassan only wants one thing today,
emigration from a country where both citizens and refugees suffer injustice.

Alienation outside the camp

In Burj Al-Barajneh camp in Beirut, Samira Hammoud Al-Aina recalled the
journey of her marriage with a Palestinian refugee. The experience has never
been pleasant for a young Lebanese woman from Kfardouneen, in the southern
district of Tyre. The reason for the parents’ refusal to bless their daughter’s step,
as Samira put it, was “because he was both Palestinian and Sunni.” But then the
family yielded under her insistence, and a simple wedding ceremony was held.
She explained that this happened only to prevent people from believing that their
daughter had an abduction marriage.
Over more than thirteen years of marriage, Samira suffered from an almost total
boycott by her family and relatives. Reciprocal visits were hardly paid but were
not without reproach, because of the parents’ reluctance to enter the camp, and
sometimes because her three daughters speak the Palestinian dialect.
After her husband’s death in 2002, her family begged her to leave the camp
and live with them, but she refused to leave her home. The camp environment
is that of her daughters’ father and there she feels comfortable and reassured.
According to her, she feels alienated outside the camp. Alienation increases
with the continued denial of her right to confer her nationality on her daughters.
Her youngest daughter, who holds a university degree, suffers from job search,
simply because she is Palestinian . She sarcastically said, “I am like mom.
The Palestinians consider her a Lebanese, while the Lebanese consider her a
Palestinian.”
* Palestinian Journalist

from Burj El-Barajneh camp to Achrafieh
Marwan Al-Khatib *
.Somoud Ghazal was born in Burj El-Barajneh camp, south of Beirut, to a
Palestinian father who was killed in the 1980s. She married a Lebanese young
man and now lives with him in Achrafieh. “I eagerly waited to enter university
to be able to go outside the camp’s border, as some Palestinians had not left the
camp for years as if it had become an optional prison for them. But I did not
expect to move from the camp house to the Achrafieh buildings we used to hear
about when we were little kids.” She explains.
Soumoud visits the camp every week with her husband and two children to
see her family and relatives. She points out that “whenever I get close to my
place of birth and childhood, I feel that I am visiting my country, which I have
only seen from behind the border or on television and the social media.” She
explains that “the camp environment clings to the collective identity of a people
without a homeland. Although I now have a Lebanese ID after I acquired my
husband’s nationality, I carry Palestinian genes and have many memories in the
camp.” When she walks with her two daughters in the alleys of the camp, she
tells them that she was born there, she used to buy ice cream from this shop. She
should reinforce these facts to her daughters so that they love both Palestine and
Lebanon, and it is for this reason that she hums traditional Palestinian songs to
them. She laughs a lot when her older daughter calls her “Yamma”(mom) with
a Palestinian accent, My heart can stop beating at such a moment because then
barriers are broken down. We build a new generation that does not differentiate
between people according to nationality or area.”
Soumoud, who works as a journalist, considers that “life outside the camp is full
of details about other people’s perception of the Palestinians. Many Lebanese
friends call me “Soummoud Al falastinia”(the Palestinian). This makes her
express her Palestinian identity more openly, especially in the Achrafieh
environment which is not accustomed yet to Palestinian presence. When asked
about the different environments, she answers. In the camp, alleys are narrow

and electricity wires intertwine with water pipes. In Achrafieh, I live in a multistorey building and use an elevator. In privacy is almost lacking, construction
works are randomly done without urban planning, power cuts are frequent, and
the water is salty and must be bought and filled in tanks. The camp is about
daily suffering and nerve-wracking details that exhaust the refugees and prevent
them from thinking outside the box, thus depriving them of the opportunity for
collective creativity. The main concern is to secure the necessities of life before
thinking about learning music, for example, as I am doing now to my daughters.”
“Inside the camp people know, greet, and help each other, in sad and happy
events, but in Achrafieh, you sometimes feel that you live alone in the apartment.
I do not know all the names of the neighbors in the building yet. Here you can
go for a walk at any time, but in the camp there are no green spaces or a places
do sport.”
“Societal differences are many, and it is sufficient to mention to any person that
our place of residence is in Achrafieh to prompt them to think that I belong to the
bourgeois class or to associate me with a certain political affiliation.” She said
“after the Beirut Port explosion most of the neighbors were surprised that I am a
Palestinian who has been living here for two years. Perhaps the calamity fostered
solidarity among us to the extent that we cooperated, especially in the area of
humanitarian relief. However, if this disaster had happened in a Palestinian
camp, solidarity and cooperation would have been greater, perhaps because
people know each other and have greater trust in others. The living conditions
of a significant portion of the Lebanese people are similar to those of Palestinian
refugees in the camps. But life in Achrafieh remains completely different.
If Palestine is liberated? Shall I stay in Lebanon or go back to my home country?”
Soumoud dont have an answer to this question yet.
* Palestinian Journalist
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The Palestinian archives ... The future battle
*Ayham Al-Sahli
The building hosting the Palestine Research Center
near Sadat Street in Beirut is still burnt since it was
bombed on February 5, 1983. Since then, the search
for its archives began. The Israeli occupation forces
had earlier looted its contents, when they invaded the
Lebanese capital in September 1982 l and transferred
them to the occupied territories “with the help of
Israeli documentation specialists and library science
experts,” as the late researcher and academic Samih
Shabeeb maintains in his book The Lost Memory
published by the Palestine Research Center.1
The occupation did so because it was aware of the
important role the materials and documents of
the center could play in challenging its existence
with the historical narrative and the legal and
political standpoints. The occupation did not stop
here. The documents plundered during the Nakba
and the incidents documented by its soldiers and
leaders during that period were designated “top
secret “and supervised by the Malmab (the most
secretive department of the Israeli Ministry of Public
Security), according to a report of the Akifot Institute
for Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Research. The report
indicates that the Malmab illegally destroyed
historical documents without obtaining the required
authorization to do so.2
The Palestinians have worked in different parts of
the world to piece together the looted Palestinian
memory by preserving some of its material
evidence. Fortunately, a large part of such materials
is available in some Arab and European countries.
Palestinian researcher Dr. Bashar Shammout, who
lives in Germany, authored “The Audiovisual
Palestinian Heritage, Origin, Dispersion, and Digital
Preservation: Preliminary Studies and Future
Prospects” published by the Institute for Palestine
Studies. The book includes a summary of a project
in which he embarked on searching for audiovisual
archives related to Palestine. Shammout found
numerous materials in the German archives and
in some European countries. In an interview with
Jousour, Shammout considered that “those who
dominate the collective memory, and the archives
dominate the distortion of history the way they want,”
and explained that “this is what is being perpetrated
against us in Europe and America.” He stated that
1
2

Samih Shabeeb, The Lost Memory, the Palestine Research
Center, https://bit.ly/2VlUKtE.
“Burying the Nakba: How Israel Systematically Hides
Evidences of 1948 Expulsion of Arabs”, report published by
Haaretz, translated by Riham Darwish, https://www.rommanmag.
com/view/posts/postDetails?id=5305&page=1.
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his idea “is based on linking the various Palestinian
archives in a combined digital databank indicating the
existence of these various archives while enhancing
the independence of each.” When asked about the
possibility of solving the problem of collecting the
Palestinian archives in the diaspora, he replied saying
that “it is possible, but requires synergy regarding
capabilities and competencies in terms of jurists,
technologists, academics and archivists.”
Shammout faces enormous challenges in his project.
However, what it lacks is “funding and finding the
appropriate people and institutions to implement it,”
as he put it.
His idea to digitize the Palestinian archives is not only
necessary owing to the technological development in
The Israeli archives on Palestine contain many
files on Palestine and the Palestinian people, some
of which date back to the Ottoman era and cover
the period extending from 1815 to 1917. They also
include many government and public institutions
files covering the period of the military rule and
the British mandate of Palestine (1917-1948)
such as the archives of the Sharia courts, civil
courts, municipalities, and the private papers of
Palestinian families and leaders. Furthermore,
large numbers of documents belonging to the
Supreme Muslim Council and the Arab Higher
Committee were incorporated in the Israeli
archives, In addition to the documents and archives
of Palestinian institutions following the Nakba,
treasures of Palestinian heritage from private
and public libraries containing manuscripts and
printed books, most of which were moved to the
National Library in West Jerusalem.

The Lebanese Palestinian Dialogue Committee (LPDC) is an intergovernmental agency working since 2005 to address the Palestinian
refugees affairs in Lebanon.
The Committee serves as a focal point between the refugees and the
concerned public and international stakeholders and provides policy
recommendations to the Lebanese government based on the national
interest of the Lebanese people, namely the rejection of permanent
settlement and the rights of Palestinian refugees to live in dignity and
respect until their right to return is realized.

the world, but because the Palestinians are scattered,
and access to information seems extremely difficult,
especially that official Palestinian institutions,
whether PLO-affiliated or those of the Palestinian
Authority (PA) emanating from the PLO, are not
working on recovering what can be saved from the
lost archives of the research center in Algeria after
they recovered them in the famous prisoner exchange
in 1983. It should be noted that the PA’s archives are
related to the post-Oslo period, and they document a
history that began in 1994.
Given this Palestinian dilemma, various initiatives
have sought to collect what can be gathered about
the memory of the Palestinian people at home and in
the diaspora. An example is the Khazaeen (Treasury)
initiative launched by researcher Fadi Asleh which
focuses on Arab and Palestinian issues and has many
active delegates around the world. Launched in
October 2016, the initiative seeks to “build a societal
archive that documents the daily life of the Arab
world combined with people’s stories.” Khazaeen,
based in Jerusalem, believes that “Archives alone
would not be successful in the rise of Arab societies;
to do so we need a center of studies to support it,
and a library to provide what publications don’t,”
according to its website.
Perhaps what Khazaeen has done is entirely consistent
with other digital archives that prestigious academic
and research institutions work on, such as the Digital
Projects website of the Institute for Palestine Studies,
the Birzeit University Digital Palestinian Archive
(BZUDPA), and the Palestinian Oral History Archive
(POHA) website created in 2019 by the American
University of Beirut and containing a collection of
materials gathered over many years by the Arab
Resource Center for Popular Arts (AL-JANA) and
the “Nakba Archive” operating in Beirut.
These efforts advance the Palestinian question, but
unless a powerful institution is established to gather
all these materials, collect lost and stolen items, and
make them available to researchers and the public in
general, we will be facing a new calamity which is
the lost part of the history of Palestine and its people.
Most importantly, if history were scientifically
documented, the Palestinian people would win the
battle of the narrative and have legal documents at
hand. History makes the future if used in the right
way.
* Palestinian journalist.
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